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Born and raised in Rochester, New York, Mark received his BS degree in Finance from Boston College and an MBA in Marketing from Tulane. He joined IBM in 1981 and received many awards including Rookie of the Year in the Southern Region and a Golden Circle award in 1988. Mark voluntarily left IBM in 1994 and helped formed Communiqué, which back then became New Orleans largest Internet Service Provider (ISP) for the region building a client base of over 10,000 users.  Shortly after Communiqué was purchased in 1997, Mark started an Internet sales and marketing consulting firm which quickly merged with two other businesses to form a full service network and Internet services company called Orange Twine.  Orange Twine was chosen by the New Orleans Chamber of Commerce as the Rising Tide Small Business of the Year in Technology in 2000.
In October of 2002, Mark assumed the role of President of the Louisiana Technology Council (LTC) to assist with the technology development of Louisiana.  In November of 2005, Mark was selected by the Governor’s office as Technology Leader of the Year for the State of Louisiana.  Through his leadership, Louisiana became one of the top three states in the country in technology job and wage growth and by the end of 2010, Louisiana moved from 49th out of 50 states in technology employment.  to 32nd.  Through his leadership, Mark and his LTC team led the directive in recovering the data that was deliberately deleted from the New Orleans Mayor’s office of technology that was instrumental in the conviction of former Mayor Ray Nagin on a several of charges. 

Mark has been the commencement speaker for ITT Technical Institute and Remington College on the “Elements of Success after you Graduate.” He has spoken at the graduating class of Operation Hope on the “Trials and Tribulations of Being an Entrepreneur” and has also given annual presentations to the Louisiana Technology Council membership on the state of technology in Louisiana.  He has written several articles on Entrepreneurship for Silicon Bayou News and appears monthly on WWL TV’s program “Digital Gumbo”.  For the past 6 years, Mark has been the Project Coordinator for Louisiana’s largest Annual IT Symposium.
In November of 2012, Mark joined the business management and executive coaching firm, Simmons & White.   Mark recently published his new book called, “GIVE A DAMN!” (www.giveadamnbook.com).  As a highly enjoyable, engaging and quick read, GIVE A DAMN discusses the challenges facing both society and business, how we got to where we are today, what needs to be done, and how a GIVE A DAMN attitude can make a difference, professionally and personally.  Society needs to change in how it thinks.  Mark has identified nine areas that have contributed to our self and ego driven society and why it’s causing much pain across the world.  We have become a “what’s in it for me” society.  Mark’s goal is to create a “GIVE A DAMN!” revolution that will change the world for the better and offers suggestions on what people can do to participate.  Several organizations have received presentations on GIVE A DAMN and have purchased the book for their company employees in order to help create a new attitude in their organization. 
Mark is a highly successful, energetic, thoughtful and engaging leader, entrepreneur and speaker. He has had a vast array of both successful and challenging entrepreneurial experiences.  His presentations provide for engaging and interesting stories while also providing the motivation and insight to help businesses and individuals succeed at all levels.
Other bullet points about Mark:

· Selected Newspaperboy of the Year in Rochester NY in 1971

· Gannett Newspaper Scholarship Award – 1975 

· Three sport letterman at Brighton High School (soccer, basketball and baseball)

· Founded Student Energy Commission at Boston College in 1977:  Slogan:  “Do It in the Dark” (yes, the university accepted it!)
· $2500 investment saved the University $250,000 in energy savings in 1978

· Academic Scholarship to Tulane University

· Created registered slogan:  “Louisiana – Tech Capital of the South”  in 2002 that propelled Louisiana towards technology leadership
· Moderator for state led CEO Round tables in both New Orleans and Baton Rouge for the past four years
For speaking engagements and interviews, contact Mark at mlewis@communiquellc.com or at (504) 905-4646.
